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helpless infants only inches away. And so begins a standoff at Evening
Charleston John Jakes 2003 Follows the experiences of an aristocratic

Street. Bell Elkins is swept up into the crisis, as the drama escalates

family from the turbulent antebellum years through the Civil War, during

toward a lethal flashpoint. At the center of it all is a baby, only hours old,

which they harbor dark secrets and jealously guard their privilege and

but already ancient in his knowledge of pain.

power.

The Telltale Lilac Bush and Other West Virginia Ghost Tales Ruth Ann

Sorrow Road Julia Keller 2016-08-23 In 1944, three young men from a

Musick 2010-09-12 " West Virginia boasts an unusually rich heritage of

small town in West Virginia are among the American forces participating in

ghost tales. Originally West Virginians told these hundred stories not for

D-Day, changing the fortunes of the war with one bold stroke. How is that

idle amusement but to report supernatural experiences that defied ordinary

moment aboard a Navy ship as it barrels toward the Normandy shore

human explanation. From jealous rivals and ghostly children to murdered

related to the death of an old man in an Appalachian nursing home

kinsmen and omens of death, these tales reflect the inner lives—the hopes,

seventy-two years later? In Sorrow Road, the latest mystery from Pulitzer

beliefs, and fears—of a people. Like all folklore, these tales reveal much of

Prize-winning writer Julia Keller, two stories—one set in the turbulent era of

the history of the region: its isolation and violence, the passions and

World War II and one in the present day—are woven together to create a

bloodshed of the Civil War era, the hardships of miners and railroad

piercingly poignant tale of memory and family, of love and murder. Bell

laborers, and the lingering vitality of Old World traditions.

Elkins, prosecuting attorney in Acker’s Gap, West Virginia, is asked by an

Sorrow Road Julia Keller 2016-08-23 "From the small towns of Appalachia

old acquaintance to look into the death of her beloved father in an

they came, the young men who joined the fight for liberty in World War II.

Alzheimer’s care facility. Did he die of natural causes—or was something

Now they are elderly, and some of them--like Harmon Strayer, father of

more sinister to blame? And that’s not the only issue with which Bell is

prosecutor Bell Elkins's former law school classmate--suffer from

grappling: Her daughter Carla has moved back home. But something’s not

Alzheimer's. When Harmon dies in an Alzheimer's care facility from what

right. Carla is desperately hiding a secret. Once again, past and present,

appear to be natural causes, Bell confronts a mystery that brims with

good and evil, and revenge and forgiveness clash in a riveting story set in

questions about memory, grief, and the lethal cost of burying the past.

the shattered landscape of Acker’s Gap, where the skies can seem dark

During a winter of record snow and cold, Bell and the people of Acker's

even at high noon, and the mountains lean close to hear the whispered

Gap, West Virginia, face isolation and hardship--and the threat from a killer

lament of the people trapped in their shadow.

who preys upon the old and the sick and the helpless"--

Evening Street Julia Keller 2015-12-08 By day, she's a tough-minded

Secret Remains Jennifer Graeser Dornbush 2020-01-07 A cold case

prosecutor in Raythune County, West Virginia, a region scarred by poverty

murder, a grisly discovery, and a viper's nest of resentment, betrayal, and

and prescription drug abuse. By night, Bell Elkins takes on a softer role.

dirty secrets converge in this mystery perfect for fans of Kathy Reichs and

She volunteers at an auxiliary intensive care unit where nurses deal with

Jayne Ann Krentz. It's been 12 years since Sandi Parkman went missing

the youngest and most vulnerable victims of drug abuse: the children born

after being dropped off at home by her schoolmate, Nick Larson, now the

to mothers addicted to painkillers. The place is known as Evening Street,

Sheriff of Freeport, Michigan. When a construction crew unearths Sandi's

and it is here Bell comes whenever she can spare the time. She rocks

bones--along with Nick's letterman jacket and one of his hairs--Nick

ailing infants to sleep, and she provides what medical science-for all of its

becomes suspect number one in the murder. Dr. Emily Hartford, the

marvels-cannot: A simple human touch. One terrifying night, the distraught

daughter of Freeport's medical examiner, is called in to investigate, but the

father of an Evening Street baby breaks into the facility. Gun in hand, he

case is about to get personal. Nick was Emily's high school love, and now

holds the staff hostage and demands a reckoning for a family grudge--with

she has to either clear his name--or contend that he's the killer. As she

a-killing-in-the-hills-bell-elkins-1-julia-keller

1/7

Downloaded from acrc.uams.edu on October 3, 2022 by guest

delves into the case, a host of other suspects emerge: a coterie of Nick's

violent and brutal acts dividing a nation. This is an intensely personal and

jock friends from high school; Sandi's sister, Tiffany, now a dancer at a

vivid story of two boys: one black, one white. Once they were friends even

local strip club; and James VanDerMuellen, a trust funder who's recently

though their circumstances are very different. But in a country driven by

returned to Freeport. As the autumn skies darken over Freeport and the

fear and prejudice, even the best of friends can betray one another . . .

holiday season looms, Emily must sift through more than Sandi's brittle

Internationally acclaimed and award-winning author Beverley Naidoo

bones to solve the case. Can she exonerate Nick--and rekindle their long-

explores new territory in this beautifully realized and moving story set in

smoldering romance? The race is on to find the truth.

Britain's colonial past.

A Bolt from the Blue Jennifer Woodlief 2012-06-12 The author of Ski to

A Tiding of Magpies Steve Burrows 2018-09-06 It is in the silent spaces

Die documents the 2003 story of six Grand Teton mountain climbers who

between the facts that the truth often hides When his most celebrated

were struck by lightning on Friction Pitch near the top of the peak, tracing

case is suddenly reopened, Detective Chief Inspector Jejeune's long-

the daring search-and-rescue mission that culminated in eight Department

buried secrets threaten to come to light. Meanwhile, his girlfriend, Lindy,

of Interior Valor Awards. Original.

faces an unseen threat of her own, one which Jejeune may not be able to

Unconventional Warfare (Special Forces, Book 1) Chris Lynch 2018-11-27

protect her from. Between fending off inquiries from the internal review and

Discover the secret missions behind America's greatest conflicts. Danny

an open murder case to solve, more than ever Jejeune will have to rely on

Manion has been fighting his entire life. Sometimes with his fists.

the help of the stalwart Sergeant Danny Maik. But Maik is learning things

Sometimes with his words. But when his actions finally land him in real

on his own that have caused him to question his DCI‘s actions, both past

trouble, he can't fight the judge who offers him a choice: jail... or the army.

and present. In the current case, and in the former one, the facts seem

Turns out there's a perfect place for him in the US military: the Studies

clear enough. But often the most insidious lies hide behind the most

and Observation Group (SOG), an elite volunteer-only task force

honest-seeming truths.

comprised of US Air Force Commandos, Army Green Berets, Navy

This Side of Murder Anna Lee Huber 2017-09-26 A WWI widow

SEALS, and even a CIA agent or two. With the SOG's focus on covert

investigates murder—and her late husband’s secrets—in “this engrossing

action and psychological warfare, Danny is guaranteed an unusual tour of

series launch” by the Daphne Award-winning author (Publishers Weekly).

duty, and a hugely dangerous one. Fortunately, the very same qualities

England, 1919. Verity Kent’s grief over the loss of her husband pierces

that got him in trouble at home make him a natural-born commando in a

anew when she receives a cryptic letter suggesting her beloved Sidney

secret war. Even if almost nobody knows he's there. National Book Award

may have committed treason before his untimely death. Determined to dull

finalist Chris Lynch begins a new, explosive fiction series based on the

her pain with revelry, Verity’s first impulse is to dismiss the claim. But the

real-life, top-secret history of US black ops.

mystery sender knows too much—including the fact that during the war,

Mr. Gatling's Terrible Marvel Julia Keller 2008-05-29 A provocative look at

Verity worked for the Secret Service, something not even Sidney knew.

the life and times of the man who created the original weapon of mass

Lured to Umbersea Island to attend the engagement party of one of

destruction Drawing on her investigative and literary talents, Julia Keller

Sidney’s fellow officers, Verity discovers dark secrets among the

offers a riveting account of the invention of the world's first working

veterans—along with a murder meant to conceal them. Relying on little

machine gun. Through her portrait of its misunderstood creator, Richard

more than a coded letter, a dashing stranger, and her own sharp instincts,

Jordan Gatling-who naively hoped that the overwhelming effectiveness of

Verity pursues a deadly trail that leads her to a shocking truth. . . “My

a multiple-firing weapon would save lives by decreasing the size of armies

favorite new mystery series!”– Alyssa Maxwell, USA Today bestselling

and reducing the number of soldiers needed to fight-Keller draws profound

author “Sure to please fans of classic whodunits and lovers of historical

parallels to the scientists who would unleash America's atomic arsenal half

fiction alike.”–Jessie Crockett, author of Whispers Beyond the Veil

a century later. The Gatling gun, in its combination of ingenuity, idealism,

A Killing in the Hills (Bell Elkins, Book 1) Julia Keller 2012-08-30 In a town

and destructive power, perfectly exemplifies the paradox of America's rise

ravaged by deception, can one woman make a difference? From Pulitzer-

in the nineteenth century to a world superpower.

prize winner Julia Keller comes A Killing in the Hills, the first in a series

Rocket Boys Homer H. Hickam 2000 The author traces the boyhood

featuring prosecuting attorney Bell Elkins, set in the beautiful, crime-ridden

enthusiasm for rockets that eventually led to a career at NASA, describing

town of Acker's Gap. Perfect for fans of Linwood Barclay and Henning

how he built model rockets in the family garage in West Virginia, inspired

Mankell. 'A terrific debut - atmospheric, suspenseful, assured. I hope

by the launch of the Soviet satellite Sputnik. Reprint.

there's more to come in the story of Bell Elkins and Acker's Gap' - Laura

Burn My Heart Beverley Naidoo 2007-07-05 The Mau Mau - the name of a

Lippman Nestled in the foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, visitors see

secret society that once struck terror into the hearts of British settlers in

only Acker's Gap's stunning natural beauty. But for those living there it's a

Kenya. An episode in history that ended in a State of Emergency, with

different story. The mountain roads harbour secret places, perfect for
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making the prescription drugs that tempt its desperately poor. Bell Elkins

inequities in the United States. This report focuses on what communities

left a broken teenager, savaged by a past she couldn't forget. But, as

can do to promote health equity, what actions are needed by the many

prosecuting attorney for Raythune County, Bell is back and determined to

and varied stakeholders that are part of communities or support them, as

help clean up the only home she has ever known. As winter sets in and

well as the root causes and structural barriers that need to be overcome.

her daughter is witness to a shocking triple murder, Bell finds her family in

The Great Mistake Jonathan Lee 2021-06-15 An exultant novel of New

danger. Can she uncover the truth before her world is destroyed again?

York City at the turn of the twentieth century, about one man's rise to fame

What readers are saying about A Killing in the Hills: 'A mesmerizing book'

and fortune, and his mysterious murder—“engrossing” (Wall Street

'The intertwined plots play out against a beautiful portrayal of this rural

Journal), “immersive” (The New Yorker), and “seriously entertaining” (The

area, a wonderfully conveyed portrait' 'I am an avid thriller reader and in

Sunday Times, London). Andrew Haswell Green is dead, shot at the

my opinion this ranks among the best of them'

venerable age of eighty-three, when he thought life could hold no more

The Dark Intercept Julia Keller 2017-10-31 The Dark Intercept by Julia

surprises. The killing—on Park Avenue in broad daylight, on Friday the

Keller is the beginning of a “riveting” (Emmy Laybourne) science fiction

thirteenth—shook the city. Born to a struggling farmer, Green was a self-

adventure that challenges the voluntary surrender of liberties for the

made man without whom there would be no Central Park, no Metropolitan

perception of safety. When the state controls your emotions, how hard will

Museum of Art, no Museum of Natural History, no New York Public

you fight to feel free? In a radiant world of endless summer, the Intercept

Library. But Green had a secret, a life locked within him that now, in the

keeps the peace. Violet Crowley, the sixteen-year-old daughter of New

hour of his death, may finally break free. A work of tremendous depth and

Earth’s Founding Father, has spent her life in comfort and safety. Her

piercing emotion, The Great Mistake is the story of a city transformed, a

days are easy thanks to the Intercept, a crime-prevention device that

murder that made a private man infamous, and a portrait of a singular

monitors emotion. But when her long-time crush, Danny Mayhew, gets into

individual who found the world closed off to him—yet enlarged it.

a dangerous altercation on Old Earth, Violet launches a secret

Ghost Roll Julia Keller 2015-06-09 Bell Elkins, prosecuting attorney and

investigation to find out what he's hiding. An investigation that will lead her

small-town heroine of Pulitzer Prize winner Julia Keller's A Killing in the

to question everything she's ever known about Danny, her father, and the

Hills, Bitter River and Summer of the Dead, faces one of her most

power of the Intercept. Much like the device itself, The Dark Intercept will

challenging days in this exclusive digital short story. Featuring an exclusive

get under your skin. “The Dark Intercept grabbed me from the first page

extract from her new full-length novel Last Ragged Breath. For Bell Elkins

and shook me until the last.” —Emmy Laybourne, author of Berserker,

no day is ever the same. But on this day, for the third day running, Bell

Sweet, and the Monument 14 trilogy “A rare, literary feat.” —Gennifer

has woken up from the same dream. A dream about a boy needing her

Albin, New York Times bestselling author of the Crewel World trilogy

help, reaching out to her. Bell, always unable to help. Already unsettled,

A Killing in the Hills Julia Keller 2012-08-21 Prosecuting attorney Bell

she becomes embroiled, in her role as prosecuting attorney for Raythune

Elkins and her estranged teenage daughter, Carla, try to protect their town

County, in an investigation into a couple running a local day-care centre,

and each other in the aftermath of a shocking triple murder committed by

and Bell suspects that her day is only going to get worse. A suspicion that

an unknown shooter whose identity is gradually realized by Carla.

is compounded when she's forced to confront a friend's treachery and a

Communities in Action National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and

ghost from her past. No day is ever the same, but will Bell be forever

Medicine 2017-04-27 In the United States, some populations suffer from

changed by this one?

far greater disparities in health than others. Those disparities are caused

Bone on Bone Julia Keller 2018-08-21 Bone on Bone, the next powerful

not only by fundamental differences in health status across segments of

chapter in Pulitzer Prize-winner Julia Keller's beloved Bell Elkins series,

the population, but also because of inequities in factors that impact health

sends readers headlong into the thick of a mystery as young as today's

status, so-called determinants of health. Only part of an individual's health

headlines -- but as old as the mountains that hold these lives in a tight

status depends on his or her behavior and choice; community-wide

grip. How far would you go for someone you love? Would you die? Would

problems like poverty, unemployment, poor education, inadequate housing,

you kill? After a three-year prison sentence, Bell Elkins is back in Acker's

poor public transportation, interpersonal violence, and decaying

Gap. And she finds herself in the white-hot center of a complicated and

neighborhoods also contribute to health inequities, as well as the historic

deadly case -- even as she comes to terms with one last, devastating

and ongoing interplay of structures, policies, and norms that shape lives.

secret of her own. A prominent local family has fallen victim to the same

When these factors are not optimal in a community, it does not mean they

sickness that infects the whole region: drug addiction. With mother against

are intractable: such inequities can be mitigated by social policies that can

father, child against parent, and tensions that lead inexorably to tragedy,

shape health in powerful ways. Communities in Action: Pathways to Health

they are trapped in a grim, hopeless struggle with nowhere to turn. Bell

Equity seeks to delineate the causes of and the solutions to health

has lost her job as prosecutor -- but not her affection for her ragtag, hard-
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luck hometown. Teamed up with former Deputy Jake Oakes, who battles

enough to believe that she might be uniquely placed to help her mother do

his own demons as he adjusts to life as a paraplegic, and aided by the

her job. After all, what better way to repair their fragile, damaged

new prosecutor, Rhonda Lovejoy, Bell tackles a case as poignant as it is

relationship? But could Carla also end up doing more harm than good—in

perilous, as heartbreaking as it is challenging.

fact, putting her own life in danger? *BONUS CONTENT: This edition of A

A Killing in the Hills Julia Keller 2018-06-05 What's happening in Acker's

Killing in the Hills includes a new introduction from the author and a

Gap, West Virginia? Three elderly men are gunned down over their coffee

discussion guide

at a local diner, and seemingly half the town is there to witness the act.

Summer of the Dead Julia Keller 2014-08-26 Hunting an elusive killer who

Still, it happened so fast, and no one seems to have gotten a good look at

is terrorizing the citizens of Acker's Gap during a West Virginia summer,

the shooter. Was it random? Was it connected to the spate of drug

county prosecutor Bell Elkins and Sheriff Nick Fogelsong find the case

violence plaguing poor areas of the country just like Acker's Gap? Or were

complicated by a coal miner's secretive daughter and the prison release of

Dean Streeter, Shorty McClurg, and Lee Rader targeted somehow? One

Bell's sister. By the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Bitter River.

of the witnesses to the brutal incident was Carla Elkins, teenaged daughter

The Missing Hours Julia Dahl 2021-09-14 From the critically acclaimed

of Bell Elkins, the prosecuting attorney for Raythune County, WV. Carla

author of Invisible City and Conviction, The Missing Hours is a novel about

was shocked and horrified by what she saw, but after a few days, she

obsession, privilege, and the explosive consequences of one violent act.

begins to recover enough to believe that she might be uniquely placed to

From a distance, Claudia Castro has it all: a famous family, a trust fund,

help her mother do her job. After all, what better way to repair their fragile,

thousands of Instagram followers, and a spot in NYU’s freshman class.

damaged relationship? But could Carla also end up doing more harm than

But look closer, and things are messier: her parents are separating, she’s

good—in fact, putting her own life in danger? In A Killing in the Hills, a

just been humiliated by a sleazy documentary, and her sister is about to

powerful, intricate debut from Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Julia Keller,

have a baby with a man she barely knows. Claudia starts the school year

a mother and a daughter try to do right by a town and each other before

resolved to find a path toward something positive, maybe even meaningful

it's too late.

– and then one drunken night everything changes. Reeling, her memory

Shunning Sarah Julie Kramer 2012-08-07 An insular Amish town . . . A

hazy, Claudia cuts herself off from her family, seeking solace in a new

secret that won’t stay buried . . . Minneapolis’s star investigative reporter

friendship. But when the rest of school comes back from spring break,

Riley Spartz is constantly in search of her next TV sweeps piece. When

Claudia is missing. Suddenly, the whole city is trying to piece together the

she hears that a young boy is trapped at the bottom of a sinkhole, she

hours of that terrible night.

smells ratings. Little does she know just how big the story will be—not only

The Cold Way Home Julia Keller 2019-08-20 Pulitzer Prize-winning author

does it involve a tragic murder, but the local Amish community as well.

Julia Keller welcomes readers back to West Virginia, where her lyrical and

Once Riley is on the case, though, she sees that solving it will be anything

moving stories of the people of her native state have unfolded since A

but easy. When Riley finds a clue the cops have missed, she uncovers a

Killing in the Hills, the acclaimed first novel in the series. Deep in the

dark web of fraud and deception in the community—driven by motives as

woods just outside Acker's Gap, West Virginia, rises a ragged chunk of

old as the Bible: sex and money. Riley will stop at nothing to bring the

what was once a high stone wall. This is all that remains of Wellwood, a

killer to justice, and she is determined to do so before anyone—including

psychiatric hospital for the poor that burned to the ground decades ago.

herself—becomes the next target.

And it is here that Bell Elkins – prosecutor turned private investigator –

A Killing in the Hills Julia Keller 2012-08-21 For only $6.99: In A Killing in

makes a grim discovery while searching for a missing teenager: A dead

the Hills, a powerful, intricate debut from Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist

body, marred by a ghastly wound that can only mean murder. To solve the

Julia Keller, a mother and a daughter try to do right by a town and each

mystery of what happened in these woods where she played as a child,

other before it's too late. What's happening in Acker's Gap, West Virginia?

Bell and her partners – former sheriff Nick Fogelsong and former deputy

Three elderly men are gunned down over their coffee at a local diner, and

Jake Oakes – must confront the tangled history of Wellwood and its dark

seemingly half the town is there to witness the act. Still, it happened so

legacy, while each grapples with a private torment. Based on a true

fast, and no one seems to have gotten a good look at the shooter. Was it

chapter in the troubled history of early treatment for psychiatric illness, The

random? Was it connected to the spate of drug violence plaguing poor

Cold Way Home is a story of death and life, of despair and hope, of crime

areas of the country just like Acker's Gap? Or were Dean Streeter, Shorty

and – sometimes, but not always – punishment.

McClurg, and Lee Rader targeted somehow? One of the witnesses to the

The Girls in the Attic Marius Gabriel 2021-06 The bestselling author of The

brutal incident was Carla Elkins, teenaged daughter of Bell Elkins, the

Designer presents a sweeping story of blind faith, family allegiance and

prosecuting attorney for Raythune County, WV. Carla was shocked and

how love makes one man question everything he thought he knew. Max

horrified by what she saw, but after a few days, she begins to recover

Wolff is a committed soldier of the Reich. So when he is sent home
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wounded, only to discover that his mother is sheltering two young Jewish

understands that her father will be different after being injured in the Iraq

women in their home, he is outraged. His mother's act of mercy is a gross

War, but no one is prepared for the impact that his traumatic brain injury

betrayal of everything Max stands for. He has dedicated his life to Nazism,

and other wounds have on the entire family.

fighting to atone for the shame of his anti-Hitler father's imprisonment. It's

Last Ragged Breath Julia Keller 2015-08-25 From the night-black depths

his duty to turn the sisters over to the Gestapo. But he hesitates, and the

of a coalmine to the sun-struck peaks of the Appalachian Mountains, from

longer Max fails to do his duty, the harder it becomes. When Allied

a riveting murder mystery to a poignant meditation on the meaning of love

bombers fill the skies of Germany, Max is forced to abandon all dogma

and family, the latest novel in the critically acclaimed series strikes out for

and face the brutality of war in order to defend precious lives. But what will

new territory: the sorrow and outrage that spring from a real-life chapter in

it cost him?

West Virginia history. Royce Dillard doesn't remember much about the day

Tiger Hills Sarita Mandanna 2011-03-09 As the first girl to be born into the

his parents-and one hundred and twenty-three other souls-died in the 1972

Nachimanda family in over thirty-five years, the beautiful Devi is the object

Buffalo Creek disaster. He was only two years old when he was ripped

of adoration of her entire family. Spirited and strong-willed, she befriends

from his mother's arms. But now Dillard, who lives off the grid with only a

the shy Devanna, a young boy whose mother has died in tragic

passel of dogs for company, is fighting for his life one more time: He's on

circumstances. Together they grow up amidst the luscious jungles, rolling

trial for murder. Prosecutor Bell Elkins faces her toughest challenge yet in

hills, and coffee plantations of Coorg in Southern India; cocooned by an

this haunting story of vengeance, greed and the fierce struggle for social

extended family whose roots to this beautiful land can be traced for

justice. Richly imagined, vividly written and deeply felt, Julia Keller's Last

centuries. Their futures seem inevitably linked, but everything changes

Ragged Breath is set in West Virginia, but it really takes place in a land

when, one night, they attend a "tiger wedding." It is there that Devi gets

we all know: the country called home.

her first glimpse of Machu, the celebrated tiger killer and a hunter of great

The Fallen Architect Charles Belfoure 2018-10-09 From the New York

repute. Although she is still a child and Machu is a man, Devi vows to

Times bestseller of The Paris Architect Someone has to take the blame.

marry him one day. It is this love that will gradually drive a wedge between

When the Britannia Theatre's balcony collapses, killing over a dozen

Devi and Devanna, sowing the seed of a devastating tragedy that will

people, the fingers point at the architect. He should have known better,

change the fate of all three --- an event that has unforeseen and far-

should have made it safer, should have done something. Douglas Layton

reaching consequences for generations to come. Told in rich, lyrical prose

knows the flaw wasn't in his design, but he can't fight a guilty verdict.

and set against the background of a changing society, TIGER HILLS is a

When he is finally released from prison, he has nothing: no job, no family,

sweeping saga about one woman's determination to live life on her own

nowhere to go. He needs to assume a new identity and rebuild his life. But

terms --- and a riveting novel about the choices we make in the name of

he soon finds himself digging up the past in a way he never anticipated. If

family, nation, and love. .

the collapse was not an accident ... who caused it? And why? And what if

A Haunting of the Bones Julia Keller 2014-12-02 From Pulitzer Prize-

they find out who he used to be?

winning author Julia Keller comes A HAUNTING OF THE BONES, another

Pictures and Tears James Elkins 2005-08-02 Art Does art leave you cold?

suspsenseful and provocative story that will keep readers up all night...

And is that what it's supposed to do? Or is a painting meant to move you

Bell Elkins, prosecuting attorney for Raythune C1ounty, West Virginia, had

to tears? Hemingway was reduced to tears in the midst of a drinking bout

always believed what she'd been told: Her mother abandoned the family

when a painting by James Thurber caught his eye. And what's bad about

when Bell and her sister, Shirley, were children. Later, Teresa Dolan died

that? In Pictures and Tears, art historian James Elkins tells the story of

somewhere out West. And then comes a shattering discovery. During an

paintings that have made people cry. Drawing upon anecdotes related to

excavation in a remote area of the county, a skeleton is found. DNA

individual works of art, he provides a chronicle of how people have shown

testing proves it is related to DNA already on file: that of a convicted felon

emotion before works of art in the past, and a meditation on the curious

named Shirley Dolan. Along with the age and approximate time of death,

tearlessness with which most people approach art in the present. Deeply

the DNA link leads to a chilling conclusion: These are the remains of Bell's

personal, Pictures and Tears is a history of emotion and vulnerability, and

mother, Teresa Dolan. She didn't run away. She was here all along. And

an inquiry into the nature of art. This book is a rare and invaluable

further examination reveals that she was a homicide victim. Bell

treasure for people who love art. Also includes an 8-page color insert.

automatically pins the blame on her late father, Donnie Dolan. But

Summer of the Dead Julia Keller 2014-08-26 High summer in Acker's Gap,

evidence emerges that it could not have been him. And so Bell must solve

West Virginia—but no one's enjoying the rugged natural landscape. Not

the most agonizingly personal case of her career: Who murdered her

while a killer stalks the small town and its hard-luck inhabitants. County

mother?

prosecutor Bell Elkins and Sheriff Nick Fogelsong are stymied by a

Back Home Julia Keller 2015-05 Thirteen-year-old Rachel Browning

murderer who seems to come and go like smoke on the mountain. At the
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same time, Bell must deal with the return from prison of her sister,

Dillard doesn't remember much about the day his parents—and one

Shirley—who, like Bell, carries the indelible scars of a savage past. In

hundred and twenty-three other souls—died in the 1972 Buffalo Creek

Summer of the Dead, the third Julia Keller mystery chronicling the journey

disaster. Now Dillard is fighting for his life one more time: He's on trial for

of Bell Elkins and her return to her Appalachian hometown, we also meet

murder. Prosecutor Bell Elkins faces her toughest challenge yet in this

Lindy Crabtree—a coal miner's daughter with dark secrets of her own,

haunting story of vengeance, greed and the fierce struggle for social

secrets that threaten to explode into even more violence. Acker's Gap is a

justice. Included along with these full-length novels are Julia Keller’s

place of loveliness and brutality, of isolation and fierce attachments—a

compelling Bell Elkins stories, The Devil’s Stepdaughter, A Haunting of the

place where the dead rub shoulders with the living, and demand their due.

Bones, Ghost Roll, and Evening Street.

The Devil's Stepdaughter Julia Keller 2014-06-03 The Devil's

Fast Falls the Night Julia Keller 2017-08-22 "The first drug overdose

Stepdaughter, a story from Pulitzer Prize-winning author Julia Keller, takes

comes just after midnight, when a young woman dies on the dirty floor of a

us back into beloved prosecuting attorney Bell Elkins's past. The year Bell

gas station bathroom. To the people of the small town of Acker's Gap,

turns eleven, she's living with a foster family in the beautiful but poverty-

West Virginia, it is just another tragedy. It is sad--but these days,

stricken mountains of West Virginia, and Keller draws a heartbreaking

depressingly familiar. But then there is another overdose. And another.

portrait of the time in Bell's life that shaped her into a woman who believes

And another. Prosecutor Bell Elkins soon realizes that her Appalachian

in fierce justice and fighting back.

hometown is facing its starkest challenge yet: a day of constant heroin

A Killing in the Hills Julia Keller 2013-03 What is happening in Acker's

overdoses from a batch tainted with a lethal tranquilizer--

Gap, West Virginia? Three elderly men are gunned down over their coffee

Fast Falls the Night Julia Keller 2018 In the next powerful mystery from

at a local diner, and seemingly half the town is there to witness the act.

Julia Keller, a murder investigation leads West Virginia prosectuing

Still, it happened so fast, and no one seems to have gotten a good look at

attorney Bell Elkins to the shattering truth about her own past. Based on a

the shooter. Was it random? Was it connected to the spate of drug

real-life event, Pulitzer Prize-winner Julia Keller's latest Bell Elkins novel

violence plaguing poor areas of the country just like Acker's Gap? Or were

Fast Falls the Night takes place in a single 24-hour period, unfurling

Dean Streeter, Shorty McClurg, and Lee Rader targeted somehow? One

against the backdrop of a shattering personal revelation that will change

of the witnesses to the brutal incident was Carla Elkins, teenaged daughter

Bell's life forever. The first drug overdose comes just after midnight, when

of Bell Elkins, the prosecuting attorney for Raythune County, West

a young woman dies on the dirty floor of a gas station bathroom. To the

Virginia. Carla was shocked and horrified by what she saw, but after a few

people of the small town of Acker's Gap, West Virginia, it is just another

days, she begins to recover enough to believe that she might be uniquely

tragedy. It is sad--but these days, depressingly familiar. But then there is

placed to help her mother do her job. After all, what better way to repair

another overdose. And another. And another. Prosecutor Bell Elkins soon

their fragile, damaged relationship? But could Carla also end up doing

realizes that her Appalachian hometown is facing its starkest challenge

more harm than good, in fact, putting her own life in danger?

yet: a day of constant heroin overdoses from a batch tainted with a lethal

The Bell Elkins Series, Thus Far Julia Keller 2016-03-08 In her powerful,

tranquilizer. While the clock ticks and the bodies fall, Bell and her

intricate Bell Elkins series, Pulitzer-Prize winning journalist Julia Keller

colleagues desperately track the source of the deadly drug--and engage in

weaves haunting mysteries against the stark beauty and extreme poverty

fierce debates over the wisdom of expending precious resources to save

of a small West Virginia mountain town. Here together for the first time in

the lives of self-destructive addicts.

an eBook bundle are her critically acclaimed Bell Elkins novels: A Killing in

Bitter River Julia Keller 2013-09-03 In the next stunning novel from Pulitzer

the Hills When prosecuting attorney Bell Elkins’s daughter, Carla,

Prize-winning Julia Keller, following the popular A Killing in the Hills, a

witnesses a shooting at a local diner, she realizes that she might be able

pregnant teenager is found murdered at the bottom of a river. Phone calls

to identify the shooter. What better way to repair a fragile, damaged

before dawn are never good news. And when you're the county's

relationship with her mother than to help her do her job? Bitter River 16-

prosecuting attorney, calls from the sheriff are rarely good news, either. So

year-old Lucinda Trimble’s body is found at the bottom of Bitter River—but

when Bell Elkins picks up the phone she already knows she won't like

she didn’t drown, she was dead before she hit the water. Searching for the

what she's about to hear, but she's still not prepared for this: 16-year-old

truth behind both Lucinda's murder and her own complicated relationships

Lucinda Trimble's body has been found at the bottom of Bitter River. And

leads Bell down a path that puts her life at risk. Summer of the Dead Bell

Lucinda didn't drown—she was dead before her body ever hit the water.

Elkins and Sheriff Nick Fogelsong are stymied by a murderer who seems

With a case like that, Bell knows the coming weeks are going to be tough.

to come and go like smoke on the mountain. Meanwhile Lindy Crabtree, a

But that's not all Bell is coping with these days. Her daughter is now living

coal miner's daughter, is keeping dark secrets of her own, secrets that

with Bell's ex-husband, hours away. Sheriff Nick Fogelsong, one of Bell's

threaten to explode into even more violence. Last Ragged Breath Royce

closest friends, is behaving oddly. Furthermore, a face from her past has
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resurfaced for reasons Bell can't quite figure. Searching for the truth, both

River, Pulitzer Prize-winner Julia Keller once again weaves a compelling,

behind Lucinda's murder and behind her own complicated relationships,

haunting mystery against the stark beauty and extreme poverty of a small

will lead Bell down a path that might put her very life at risk. In Bitter

West Virginia mountain town.
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